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Laser irradiation of solar panels
to generate electricity
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Overview

US scientists developed a monocrystalline solar panel relying on “minicells”
based on polysilicon on silicon oxide passivating contacts. The module works
with laser light and can reportedly achieve a photoconversion efficiency of
over 40% and an open-circuit voltage of 7 V. To ensure photovoltaic systems
are able to compete with conventional fossil fuels, production costs of PV
modules must be reduced and the efficiency of solar cells increased.
Fraunhofer ILT. With this perspective, this work evaluates the optical-to-
electrical power conversion that is created when a collimated laser beam
illuminates a silicon photovoltaic solar cell that is located kilometers away
from the laser. The laser is a CW high-energy Yb-doped fiber laser emitting at
a center. Much higher PV cell currents than solar cell (Example: 10W/cm2 of
808nm light generates ~6 A/cm2 current, at ~1V!) Make individual PV cell
areas small, and interconnect in series. PV efficiencies generally increase with
decreasing temperature (~ Carnot).
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Laser irradiation of solar panels to generate electricity

Solar pumping converts broadband sunlight into
efficient laser light

Broadband sunlight can be converted into laser
light by solar pumping, which can be a source of
narrowband, collimated, rapidly pulsed
radiation--with the possibility of extremely high
brightness and intensity.

Laser Technology in Photovoltaics 

Fraunhofer ILT develops industrial laser
processes and the requisite mechanical
components for a cost-effective solar cell
manufacturing process with high process
efficiencies. Solar cells produce electrical current
through ...

Laser Technology in Photovoltaics: An Overview
of the Role of Lasers in  

Explore the critical role of laser technology in the
manufacturing and optimization of photovoltaic
cells. Learn how laser precision enhances solar
cell efficiency, reduces waste, and accelerates
production.

How Laser Light Enhances the Efficiency of Solar
Panels

Lasers have the unique ability to deliver
concentrated energy with high precision. By
using laser light to modify the surface of solar
cells, it is possible to increase their absorption
capacity, thereby boosting ...
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Application of Laser Equipment in Photovoltaic
(PV) Production

In summary, laser processing technology is a
highly reliable and indispensable tool in modern
solar cell production, enhancing both precision
and efficiency across various stages of
manufacturing.

Full article: High-efficiency solar-pumped lasers

This sustained effort has led to the recognition of
solar-pumped lasers as a promising technology
for the future, capable of delivering laser
radiation in a cost-effective and carbon-free way,
and potentially ...

Directed High-Energy Infrared Laser Beams for
Photovoltaic ...

With this perspective, this work evaluates the
optical-to-electrical power conversion that is
created when a collimated laser beam
illuminates a silicon photovoltaic solar cell that is
located kilometers away from the laser.
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Selection and Use Considerations for Laser Power
Photovoltaic

This work was authored by the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory, operated by
Alliance for Sustainable Energy, LLC, for the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) under Contract No.
DE-AC36-08GO28308.

High voltage mini solar panel converts laser light
into electricity

US scientists developed a monocrystalline solar
panel relying on "minicells" based on polysilicon
on silicon oxide passivating contacts. The module
works with laser light and can reportedly 
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